| will use these 5 keywords in my answer:secularization, nationalism, nation-state, 
autocratic modernization, Tanzimat reforms. 

Firstly | will define the keywords. Secularization: it is a phenomena that explains the 
decreasing influence of religion in social life and political instutions. It is started in 
renaissance in europe. Advancement of science and technology changed the daily life in 
Europe and also changed the society, after the enlightenment and industrial revolution in 
Europe most of people living in big cities and city life changes the classical family model . 
Also individualisation factor changed the European and modern people and this 
changements led to secularizaiton. Religion and daily secular sphere divided. Also in Europe 
there was a war between Church and civil persons and it is led them to division of secular 
people and clerics. Religional rituels are not compatible with modern capitalist life because 
every second is important in this way of life but these rituels needs time sometimes religion 
doesn’t allow the working in some days like in the Judaism and Islam. 

Nationalism: it is a phenomena that explains the pride and loyalty for a group sharing 
same characteristics and identity, mostly it is the ethnicity and language. It is being 
meaningly with the modernization and secularization because the term born in the 18-19th 
century and at that era these things were most influential phenomenas.Also nation-state 
paradigm is based on that term, the idea shaped the world in world war 1 and also the ww1 
determined the second world war. 

Nation-state: The keyword explains a political entity that combines the idea of a 
nation based on a common identity with the structure and authority of a state. It represents a 
sovereign structure with defined borders, aligned with a particular nation or group. The 
nation-state emerged as a response to the challenges of modernity, aiming to create a 
self-governing entity that protects and observes the rights of the nation. The nation-state is a 
notion that has come into being in search of common identity, self-determination and political 
stability. 

Autocratic modernization: it explains transforming a traditional, countryside-based 
society into a modern, urban, and industrial one. It involves adopting modern economic 
systems, technology, and cultural values. This process includes changes in politics, 
economy, society, and culture. Politically, it means establishing important institutions like 
political parties, parliaments, and participatory decision-making. Economically, it entails 
dividing labor, using advanced technology, and expanding commercial activities. Socially, 
modernization brings higher literacy rates, urbanization, and a decline in traditional authority. 
Culturally, it involves becoming more secular and embracing nationalist ideas. In the 
Ottoman Turkish context, modernization meant reforming institutions and connecting the 
Ottoman economy to European markets. 

The Tanzimat reforms, which took place in the 19-20th centuries, aimed to 
modernize and secularize various aspects of Ottoman society. During this period, state 
schools were introduced for the bureaucracy and army, which led to the secularization of 
laws and institutions for both Muslim and non-Muslim populations. However, these 
reforms caused a divide within the ruling elite, with some aligning with popular Islam and 
the periphery. The Second Constitutional Period furthered the secularization of the 
judicial and educational systems, limiting the political power of religious authorities. The 
Young Ottomans, critical of secularism, sought to reconcile Western ideas with Islamic 
principles in the process of modernization. 


Ottoman-Turkish modern history went through important changes and similarities 
influenced by the keywords: secularization, nationalism, nation-state, autocratic 
modernization, and the Tanzimat reforms. Secularization means religion having less 
influence in society and politics. It started in Europe during the Renaissance when 
science and technology advanced and people moved to cities, changing family 
structures and making life more individualistic. Religion and everyday life became 
separate. Nationalism means feeling proud and loyal to a group with shared 
characteristics, like ethnicity and language. It became meaningful during the 
modernization and secularization periods. The idea of a nation-state emerged, 
combining a group's identity with a state's authority and defined borders. It aimed to 
create a self-governing entity for common identity, self-determination, and stability. 
Autocratic modernization transformed traditional rural societies into modern urban ones. 
It involved adopting modern economic systems, technology, and cultural values. This 
included changes in politics, the economy, society, and culture. Politically, it meant 
establishing important institutions like political parties and making decisions together. 
Economically, it involved dividing tasks, using advanced technology, and expanding 
business. Socially, modernization brought higher literacy rates, cities growing, and 
traditional authority declining. Culturally, it meant becoming more secular and embracing 
nationalist ideas. The Tanzimat reforms aimed to modernize and secularize Ottoman 
society. They introduced state schools for the bureaucracy and army, which made laws 
and institutions secular for everyone. But this led to a divide within the ruling group, with 
some supporting popular Islam. During the Second Constitutional Period, the judicial and 
educational systems became more secular, reducing the power of religious leaders. The 
Young Ottomans criticized secularism and tried to combine Western ideas with Islamic 
principles during the modernization process. In summary, Ottoman-Turkish modern 
history had both similarities and changes shaped by these factors in society, politics, 
and culture. 


